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The European One Health Association is an integrated European network of public and academic 
institutions with national reference functions in the medical/public health and food/veterinary 
domains. The network fosters One Health research on zoonotic infectious diseases and 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and pursues integration of expertise and harmonization of 
methodologies to reinforce the joint EU capacity to prevent, detect and control zoonoses and AMR. 
In the near future (i.e. within 5 years), it envisages to extend its scope through inclusion of national 
(or regional) public institutes that have the health of the environment as their main objective. 
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1. Introduction 

Zoonoses are defined by the World Health Organisation (WHO) as any disease or infection that is naturally 
transmissible from vertebrate animals to humans. Zoonotic diseases, which can be spread through the 
consumption of contaminated food, by direct contact with infected animals or via the environment, are 
responsible for some of the most important public health problems. In addition, reverse zoonoses, where a 
disease is transmitted from humans to animals, also pose a threat to animal and public health due to the potential 
for animal disease reservoirs to build up. Approximately 60% of emerging infectious diseases in humans are 
estimated to be of animal origin (1). Foodborne zoonotic agents such as Salmonella, E. coli and Campylobacter 
have long been considered as important causes of foodborne zoonoses and the impact of toxigenic agents, which 
have been observed in foodborne intoxications including seafood-borne intoxications, should not be ignored. 
Other, non-foodborne zoonoses, such as MERS (coronavirus), avian influenza, tuberculosis, rabies, West Nile 
fever and Rift Valley fever are also transmitted to humans from animals, either directly or via arthropod vectors 
or the environment; all are considered major public health issues on a global scale. The exceptional large 
outbreak of West Nile virus in 2018 in Mediterranean countries transmitted by mosquitoes has highlighted the 
potential consequences for both animal and human health by the introduction of vector-borne pathogens. More 
recently, the COVID-19 pandemic caused by SARS-CoV-2, which is highly likely to have originated from the (wild) 
animal reservoir, has demonstrated the potential impact of zoonotic spill-over. Therefore, prevention, 
preparedness and response to emerging zoonoses is of the utmost importance. 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is recognized as a threat to the successful treatment of infections of humans 
and animals. AMR poses a heavy economic burden due to higher healthcare costs and productivity losses. The 
emergence of multi-drug resistant strains and the threat of pan-drug resistant strains is likely to have a significant 
impact on drug prescribing practice in livestock production which in turn could affect the management of farm 
animals for food production in the near future. Although livestock, food and the environment all play a role in 
the dissemination of AMR, the relative importance of these transmission routes with respect to human health is 
still unclear and might also differ between countries. Awareness of the threat of AMR is present on a global level 
reflected by the WHO Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (4). The global plan is supported by national 
action plans developed by individual countries to meet their specific needs. In addition, in 2017, the European 
Commission launched the EU One Health Action Plan against Antimicrobial Resistance (5). Among the common 
challenges are i) lack of specific and reliable data on AMR and on antimicrobial use in many countries, making 
focused intervention difficult, ii) reliance on inexpensive and plentiful antimicrobials to sustain food security, 
with a lack of suitable alternatives such as vaccines and iii) lack of means to ensure disease prevention through 
basic sanitation measures. 
 
A One Health approach to prevention, detection and control 
In 2021, the Quadripartite organizations, consisting of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), World Health Organization (WHO), and the 
World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) adopted a new definition of One Health developed by the One 
Health High Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP). The definition states that One Health is an integrated, unifying 
approach that aims to sustainably balance and optimize the health of people, animals and ecosystems. It 
recognizes the health of humans, domestic and wild animals, plants, and the wider environment (including 
ecosystems) are closely linked and inter-dependent. Indeed, a  transdisciplinary approach, involving cross-
sectoral collaborations between institutions in the human health, animal health, food safety and environmental 
health domains, is needed to better understand the processes behind the emergence and spread of zoonoses 
and AMR, including their routing in the animal-human-environment triangle. Therefore, the study of infectious 
agents and AMR that may cross species and environmental barriers to move between these compartments is 
key within the One Health approach.  

https://www.who.int/news/item/01-12-2021-tripartite-and-unep-support-ohhlep-s-definition-of-one-health
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Research activities calling upon state-of-art technologies, including advances in genomics, biotechnology, 
bioinformatics and predictive microbiology and applied across veterinary, food, environmental and public health 
sectors by collaboration of partner institutes, is essential to combating successfully the threats of zoonotic 
diseases and AMR. In addition, socio-economic aspects need to be taken into account. However, equally, if not 
more important, is adopting a One Health approach to the exchange of data and information, integration of 
expertise and harmonization of methodologies, between partner institutions in the different sectors, in order to 
strengthen the joint capacity to prevent, detect and control zoonoses and AMR both at the national, European 
and global level.  

2. The European One Health Association 

2.1 Origins  

In response to the recognition of the enormous scale of the economic impact of zoonotic diseases and the need 
for better international and national cooperation on animal and health issues, the Med-Vet-Net European 
Network of Excellence (NoE) for Zoonoses research was established in September 2004. The Network was funded 
for 5 years by the European Union (EU) 6th Framework Programme, within the ‘Quality and Safety of Food’ 
Priority Area, ending on 31 October 2009.  

A ‘virtual institute’ of multidisciplinary scientists was established under the Med-Vet-Net NoE and brought 
together many of Europe’s prominent research groups working on detection and control of zoonoses. The 
network comprised 14 science institute partners across Europe and over 300 scientists. The partner institutes 
comprised eight veterinary, seven public health institutes from 10 European countries, including France, United 
Kingdom, Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Italy, The Netherlands, Poland, Spain and Sweden. All partner institutes 
had national reference laboratory-based responsibilities for the prevention, detection and control of zoonoses. 

By adopting multinational and multidisciplinary approaches the work of veterinary, medical and food scientists, 
mainly in the field of food safety, was integrated at the European level, through the common goal of building a 
durable, and ultimately sustainable, scientific network focussed on sharing knowledge to improve the prevention 
and control of zoonoses.  

In October 2009, the Med-Vet-Net Association for Zoonoses Research was launched as a self-sustainable legacy 
of the Med-Vet-Net NoE. Registered under French law 1901 on 1 June 2009 with the primary objective of 
sustaining common research activities, dissemination of scientific information, expertise and training and 
advocacy towards European stakeholders, the Association is sustained by the contribution of an annual 
membership fee by each of its partner scientific institutes.  

2.2 The EOHA today 

The Association formed the basis of the One Health consortium that successfully developed and implemented 
the One Health European Joint Programme (OHEJP) ‘Promoting One Health in Europe through joint actions on 
foodborne zoonoses, antimicrobial resistance and emerging microbiological hazards’ (2018-2023) under the EU 
Horizon 2020 framework programme. The MVNA was one of the 44 partner organizations of OHEJP. Since the 
end of the OHEJP in October 2023, the Association has been contributing to the sustainability of the OHEJP 
outcomes and activities (see Chapter 5). 

In January 2024, the Association comprises 28 scientific members institutions from 18 European countries, 
including public health institutes, veterinary institutes and food institutions. The Association’s actual members 
can be found on the website (onehealthassoc.eu). In April 2024 the name of the Association has officially been 
modified  to the European One Health Association (EOHA) in order to broaden the One Health scope, by involving 

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/773830
http://www.onehealthassoc.eu/
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the environmental domain. The EOHA aims to continue building on the success of its predecessor by promoting 
cross-disciplinary harmonisation among a more extensive network of veterinary, food and public health research 
institutions and laboratories at the EU level and beyond. This approach will help foster the One Health agenda. 
There are five membership categories intended for different communities, i.e. full membership and associated 
membership for public organizations, acceded membership for private organizations, as well as memberships for 
scientific groups or individuals (public/private). 

2.3 Governance 

The EOHA Statutes mention the existence of two specific governance bodies: the Governing Board (GB) 
composed of the Chief Executives or their nominated representatives of all full members of the Association who 
are responsible for the general management of the Association based on preparatory actions of the Management 
Team (see further), and the General Assembly (GA) composed of all members of the Association (full, associated, 
acceded, group or individual members), expected to validate accounts, the action plan, subscriptions and 
renewal of the Management Team members. The GB meets at least once a year and is responsible for the overall 
direction of activities. The Chair (President) and Vice-Chair (Vice-president) are elected by the GB members.  

The GB is supported by the Management Team of the Association composed of the President, the Vice-president, 
the Secretary and the Treasurer, responsible for financial and general management of the Association’s activities. 
The Management Team members have respective responsibilities including the implementation of the 
Association’s Annual Scientific meetings, implementation and management of the short-term mission and 
workshop programme, dissemination of information regarding the Association’s activities, maintenance of the 
Association’s websites and interactions with stakeholders.  

Scientific Committee  

The Association’s Scientific Committee supports the scientific activities of the Association by providing specialist 
expertise in a range of scientific disciplines in line with EOHA’s key thematic areas of epidemiology and 
surveillance, host-pathogen interactions, detection and control and risk analysis. The committee members 
review applications associated with the Associations internal research agenda and abstracts for the Annual 
Scientific Meeting, when organized. They also help prepare the programme and form part of judging panels for 
Scientific Meetings. Additional local Scientific Committees are also set up to assist with the implementation of 
the scientific programme for the Annual Scientific Meeting. 

The compositions of the Governing Board, the Management Team and the Scientific Committee can be found on 
the EOHA website. 

3. Vision, values and scientific scope  

3.1 Vision 

Towards improved prevention, detection and control of zoonoses and AMR in Europe and beyond by integrated 
One Health research, harmonization of procedures and methodologies, and training among partners in the 
domains of public health, animal health, food safety and related environmental sciences. 

We believe that scientific integration and training between European and global partners in the domains of public 
health, animal health, food safety and relevant environmental sciences (related to zoonoses and AMR with a 
threat to animal and public health) under the umbrella of One Health are fundamental to improving research on 
zoonoses and AMR. Moreover, the Association believes that a One Health approach for sharing information, 

http://www.onehealthassoc.eu/
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integration of expertise and harmonisation of methodologies is fundamental to improving prevention, detection 
and control of zoonoses and AMR on a European and global scale. 

3.2 Values  

The European One Health Association is recognized in Europe as a unique integrated network of public and 
academic institutions in the domains of medical/public health, food safety/animal health and to a limited extent 
relevant environmental sciences, that perform official reference functions for preparedness, detection and 
control of zoonoses and/or antimicrobial resistance. The European One Health Association aims to improve 
representativeness of public health/medical and environmental domains. The Association is an international 
scientific community of experts in these fields and aims to promote the integration of veterinary, food safety, 
environmental and public health/medical scientific activities in Europe and beyond. Many of our scientists play 
a key role in informing national policies by providing research-based advice to policy makers. Due to the 
integrated public health/medical and veterinary expertise and the national functions of the affiliated institutes 
(i.e. the reference tasks for their competent authorities), the Association is optimally positioned to support the 
fight against zoonoses and AMR emerging at the human-animal-environment interface following a One Health 
approach. Therefore, the Association will seek to promote research with a One Health perspective and to 
integrate expertise and harmonize methodologies of the EOHA member institutions with the aim of improving 
their joint capacity for the prevention, detection and control of zoonoses and AMR in Europe. This will be done 
in cooperation with European agencies such as EFSA, ECDC and EEA. 

3.3 Scientific Scope  

Zoonotic agents and antimicrobial resistance with impact on public health and animal health including 
transmission via food, direct contact, vectors and environmental pathways (i.e. so-called One Health context). 

The scientific scope of EOHA encompasses research and expertise activities with respect to zoonotic diseases 
and AMR in the domains of public health, animal health and food safety. The environment (both environmental 
changes and exposure to micro-organisms in the living environment such as farms, slaughterhouses, hospitals, 
etc.) as well as vectors, such as ticks and mosquitoes, are included as far as related to zoonoses and/or AMR. 

4. Mission and strategic goals  

4.1 Mission 

The European One Health Association unites members to promote a One Health approach to combat zoonoses 
and AMR and support a healthy and sustainable food supply chain across Europe (and beyond) by:  

1. Building a sustainably integrated European network of public institutes and academic institutions in the 
domains of animal health, food safety, medical/public health and related/relevant environmental 
sciences.   

2. Fostering One Health research regarding zoonotic diseases and AMR at the interface of humans, animals 
and the environment. 

3. Contributing to strengthening the joint EU capacity to prevent, detect and control zoonoses and AMR in 
Europe and beyond. 
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4.2 Strategic goals 

 

 
Goal 1. Building, expanding and consolidating an integrated European One Health network  

Rationale 

In most European countries, public and animal health laboratories including those that perform solely food safety 
and environmental research are in separate scientific areas, resulting in suboptimal use of resources and 
interaction between systems (databases, procedures, intervention strategies, etc.) and in redundancy in research 
activities. As a consequence, the current approach for prevention, detection and control of emerging zoonoses 
and AMR is not sufficiently efficient and should be improved. Both for public health, animal health and food 
safety, national reference laboratories for infectious agents/diseases and AMR are available. These institutes are 
part of one or more European networks, often financially supported by the European Commission (EC). However, 
most of these networks are established within their respective sectors (public health versus veterinary-food), 
largely driven by the European legislative framework. The strategies of both EFSA and ECDC aim towards an 
improved intersectoral integration (6,7). Accordingly, the EOHA aims to bring together these national reference 
institutions, to encourage integration of their scientific research activities, harmonization of their methodologies 
and sharing of data, and thus to enhance their joint capacity for prevention, detection and control by following 
a One Health approach. Expansion of collaborations towards environmental science institutions as well as 
academic establishments that perform reference functions within national structures for preparedness, 
detection and response, will allow essential extension of expertise, knowledge, capacity and capabilities.  
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Strategic and operational actions 

− Expand the network to other European public health/medical and veterinary institutes, with the aim to 
include at least one public health/medical and one food safety/veterinary partner from each European 
country. 

− Expand the network to public (and/or academic) institutions with relevant knowledge in the field of 
environmental or social sciences. 

− Reach out to academic institutions that perform official reference functions within national structures 
for preparedness, detection and response upon emergence of zoonoses and / or antimicrobial 
resistance.  

− Pursue a closer connection of EOHA to EU reference laboratories. 

− Establish links with other zoonoses- or AMR-themed networks to avoid duplication of work, create 
synergies and fill identified expertise gaps. 

− Maintain a state-of-the-art EOHA website as well as relevant OHEJP websites (see chapter 6). 

− Develop and maintain an expertise database accessible to EOHA partners.  

− Share information (about key conferences, strategic stakeholder documents, etc.) among members and 
the wider scientific community. 

− Organize annual scientific meetings to foster the scientific dialogue within the network and with external 
scientists. 

− Raise awareness of the European One Health Association by identifying opportunities for promoting the 
Association’s activities, amongst others by participation in external scientific meetings. 

− Have a Governing Board meeting twice a year where, besides the review of activities and finances, 
scientific priorities and actualities (e.g. recent outbreaks, threats) are discussed. Also, additional 
meetings through teleconference may be organised.  

 

Goal 2. Sharing of expertise and harmonization of methodologies stimulating the integration of the  
member institutes’ scientific activities 

Rationale 

Cross-sectoral exchange of information and comparison of data between national reference laboratories in the 
public health, animal health and food safety sectors is often hampered by differences in approaches and 
methodologies used for surveillance, laboratory tests, data analyses and risk assessment. For this reason, the 
EOHA stimulates the sharing of expertise (i.e. knowledge, skills, techniques) and the harmonization of 
approaches and methodologies among public health, veterinary and food institutions in Europe. This is in line 
with the ambitions of EFSA, ECDC and the other European Agencies (see their Cross-Agencies Task Force), and 
by the Quadripartite (see One Health Joint Plan of Action), to share best One Health practices and to harmonize 
methodologies and to build capacity in scientific assessment, investigation and knowledge. The One Health EJP 
project has made a significant progress in proposing tools to encourage the One Health approach at various 
levels: in surveillance programmes, at the laboratory level, for risk assessment and alert systems, and risk 
management. The Association plans to further disseminate and promote the One Health EJP outcomes as 
practical tools to strengthen its partners’ ‘onehealthness’. 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/news/one-health-cross-agency-task-force.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240059139
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EOHA will focus on activities that are complementary to those performed by the EU reference laboratories or 
conducted in European projects or Horizon Europe Partnership Programmes. By sharing expertise and 
harmonization of methodologies, EOHA will contribute to the reinforcement of the joint EU capacity to prevent, 
detect and respond to emerging zoonotic infections and antimicrobial resistance. 

Strategic and operational actions: 

− Create and promote opportunities for exchange of skills, knowledge and methodologies through joint 
training courses, short term missions, workshops and travel grants for participation in conferences to share 
expertise and harmonize methodologies. The results and outcomes of the One Health EJP are the principal 
elements to build this work on. 

− Promote opportunities for the harmonization of approaches, methodologies and databases, 
complementary to activities performed by EU reference laboratories or conducted in European projects. 
Harmonization activities may include: 

o analytical methods for detection and strain typing of zoonotic pathogens, as well as for screening 
for their virulence, pathogenicity, and antimicrobial resistance determinants.  

o techniques and model systems to study host-microbe interactions.  
o integrated surveillance approaches and common systems for interpretation of epidemiological 

data. 
o digital infrastructures for data sharing and common tools for data analyses. 
o common tools for outbreak identification, response and control.  
o common methods and databases relevant for modelling and integrated risk assessments.  
o common strategies for risk communication, prevention and intervention.  
o common programmes for training and education. 

− Develop and consolidate scientific collaboration with non-EU partners (through the One Health Workgroup’ 
of STAR-IDAZ), including organizing training courses, that promotes skill development (and harmonised 
tools and databases). 

− Facilitate strategic discussions among EOHA institutes and within EOHA meetings and activities with the 
aim to identify and prevent infection introduction/spread/outbreaks in Europe. 

− Share best practices for the prevention of zoonoses and AMR. 
− Build on the One Health EJP project and take on its successful integrative activities. 
 

Goal 3. Fostering One Health research 

Rationale: 

Integrated cross-sectoral research at the interface of humans, animals and the environment are essential to 
improving prevention, detection and control of zoonoses and AMR. Therefore, research on One Health topics as 
well as the development of transferable research skills and expertise remains at the heart of the Association. 
Dissemination of the results of One Health research through various channels, such as scientific publications and 
the EOHA website, is of self-evident importance for the pursuit of the different goals of the Association. Scientific 
meetings provide a spotlight for the Associations activities and opportunities for expansion and extension of the 
network. These meetings not only provide the networks scientists with the opportunities to disseminate research 
findings, but encourage engagement with other scientific experts at the European and global level as well as with 
stakeholders.  
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Strategic and operational actions: 

• Promote integration of scientific research activities by creating opportunities for exchange of skills, 
knowledge and ideas through the internal research agenda including joint training courses, short term 
missions, workshops and travel grants for participation in conferences. 

• Engage with stakeholders at global, EU and national levels to influence direction of topics for funding 
One Health research.  

• Promote opportunities to prepare joint applications to research calls (e.g. Horizon Europe). 
• Promote opportunities for collaborative PhD studentships focussing on One Health research funded by 

partners involved or other resources.  
• Develop and implement a dissemination strategy. 
• Disseminate research results via the EOHA website, including recent publications in areas of interest 

and news bulletins, and by networking.  
• Organize scientific meetings focussed on One Health and organised either independently or jointly with 

other scientific organisations providing a spotlight for the Associations activities. 
• Review of the One Health EJP SRIA by 2025. 
 

Goal 4. Establishing links with stakeholders and other European initiatives  

Rationale: 

Through stimulation and performance of cross-sectoral research and integrative activities among national 
reference institutions, the EOHA wants to contribute to strengthening the joint EU capacity to prevent, detect 
and respond to emerging zoonotic infections and AMR. For this, strategic links will be pursued with key 
European stakeholders, especially ECDC and EFSA. Both agencies emphasise the need for coordinated actions 
and capacity building among EU countries to improve all aspects of One Health (risk assessment, response, 
surveillance, etc.).  Also, the EOHA aims to provide an interface in between several EU initiatives endorsing but 
not fully covering the One Health approach, such as the European Partnerships (EUP) Animal Health & Welfare, 
Sustainable Food Systems, One Health AMR, and Biodiversa, and several EU4Health projects, in order to 
facilitate and promote One Health collaboration.  
 
The EOHA has established experience of cross-sectoral collaborations across a wide range of disciplines and is 
well placed to provide this expertise at the global level. The European One Health Association strives to step up 
to this global challenge and connect with the relevant international community to share European experience 
globally, see appendix 2 for a detailed strategy for the interaction between EOHA and its stakeholders. 

Strategic actions: 

– Create and sustain liaisons with important EU stakeholders, especially ECDC, EFSA and the European 
Commission. 

– Create and sustain liaisons with relevant European Partnerships (EUP) and other EU initiatives. 
– Examine possibilities to liaise with global stakeholders such as WOAH , WHO and FAO. 
− Make an inventory of the stakeholders’ research and integrative needs. 
– Identify training needs and goals suitable for the needs of key stakeholders. 
− Communicate and disseminate research results and achievements to relevant stakeholders. 
− Provide scientific evidence for risk assessors, risk managers and policy-makers, including through the 

dissemination of outputs from workshops and joint collaborative projects. 
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− Provide (a database of) expertise available in the EOHA partner organizations to European stakeholders 
to support prevention, detection and control at the European level. 

− Promote opportunities to include European and global stakeholder invitees when hosting scientific 
workshops and annual scientific meetings. 

5. Sustaining One Health EJP outcomes and activities 

The former Med-Vet-Net Association formed the basis of the One Health EJP consortium that successfully 
developed and implemented the One Health European Joint Programme (OHEJP; 2018-2023) and is one of the 
OHEJP partner organizations. The overarching aim of OHEJP is to integrate public health, animal health and food 
scientists working at national public health, animal health and food institutes to improve prevention, detection 
and response in the fields of foodborne zoonoses, AMR and emerging infectious threats through activities aiming 
at alignment and integration of approaches and methodologies and through joint research activities. The OHEJP 
was completed in October 2023. 

 
In the Governing Board meeting in March 2023 in Vienna, the possibilities by which the EOHA can contribute to 
the sustainability of OHEJP outcomes and activities were explored. For this, the OHEJP sustainability needs 
identified in the OHEJP Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda were prioritized in relation to the EOHA 
strategy. This resulted in the following prioritized OHEJP sustainability needs: 
 

1. Consolidating and expanding the European One Health network. 
2. Reinforce the One Health cross-sectorial collaboration. 
3. Continue the Communication to target audiences. 
4. Reinforce the interactions with stakeholders. 

 
The EOHA aims to contribute to consolidating and expanding the European One Health network by: 
 

• expanding the EOHA network with OHEJP partners (who are not yet members). 
• including medical/public health and veterinary institutes from all European countries.  
• including environmental organizations. 
• exploring possibilities to integrate socio-economic aspects.  
• organizing annual scientific meetings. 

 
The EOHA aims to contribute to promoting One Health cross-sectorial collaboration by: 
 

• providing an umbrella website/portal for sustainable online OHEJP outcomes (websites, documents, 
databases, tools, etc.). 

• organizing short term missions and workshops. 
• providing One Health education and training opportunities. 
• following-up specific OHEJP activities, e.g. training modules for developing One Health risk analysis 

structures at the national level (COHESIVE). 
 
The EOHA aims to contribute to consolidating interactions with stakeholders and communication to target 
audiences by: 

• supporting stakeholders in promoting One Health in EU and EU candidate countries. 
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• continuing sharing information with target audiences to foster One Health collaboration. 
 

6. Monitoring and Review 

The Association’s Governing Board meets at least once a year (General Assembly), with a smaller meeting of the 
Governing Board held to coincide with the Annual Scientific Meeting. At the General Assembly, the scientific 
activities, finances and statute will be officially reviewed on an annual basis. The outcomes of the suggestions of 
the Governing Board will feed into refining this strategic document and subsequent annual activity plans.  
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APPENDIX 1 – REFERENCES AND KEY DOCUMENTS (with links) 
 
References: 
1. Jones KE, Patel NG, Levy MA, Storeygard A, Balk D, Gittleman JL, Daszak P. Global trends in emerging 

infectious diseases. Nature 2008; 451: 990–993. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/nature06536  

2. One-World-One Health. 
www.OneWorldOneHealth.org 

3. FAO/OIE/WHO Tripartite Guide to Addressing Zoonotic Diseases in Countries. 
http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Media_Center/docs/EN_TripartiteZoonosesGuide_webversion.p
df 

4. WHO Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance. 
https://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/global-action-plan/en/ 

5. EU One Health Action Plan against Antimicrobial Resistance. 
https://ec.europa.eu/health/amr/sites/amr/files/amr_action_plan_2017_en.pdf 

6. ECDC strategic multi-annual programme 2014–2020 
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/media/en/aboutus/Key%20Documents/Strategic-multiannual-
programme-2014-2020.pdf 

7. EFSA Strategy 2020. Trusted science for safe food. 
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/strategy2020.pdf  
 

Other key documents: 
• DG Health & Food Safety, Strategic Plan 2016-2020 

Strategic plan 2016-2020 – Health and Food Safety (europa.eu) 
• EU Animal Health Strategy 2007-2013 where “prevention is better than cure”. 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/docs/COMM_PDF_COM_2008_0545_F_EN_AUTRE_PR
OC_LEG_NOUVELLE.pdf 

• ECDC Corporate strategies for disease-specific programmes.  
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/100714_COR_Strategies_for_disease-
specific_programmes_2010-2013.pdf 

• ECDC Health Communication Strategy 2010-2013. 
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/key%20documents/0911_kd_ecdc_health_communication_strat
egy_2010_013.pdf 

• ECDC technical report: Towards One Health preparedness. 
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/One-Health-preparedness-24-May-2018.pdf 

• EFSA Communications Strategy. 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/commstrategyperspective2013.pdf 
Future directions for risk communications at EFSA | EFSA (europa.eu) 

• WHO Global Strategy. 
WHO global strategy on health, environment and climate change: the transformation needed to improve 
lives and wellbeing sustainably through healthy environments 

• OIE Strategic Plan 2021-2025.  
A_88SG_14_StrategicPlan.pdf (oie.int) 

• One Health Joint of Action 
One health joint plan of action (2022‒2026): working together for the health of humans, animals, plants 
and the environment (who.int) 

https://commission.europa.eu/publications/strategic-plan-2016-2020-health-and-food-safety_en
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/e190201
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240000377
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240000377
https://web.oie.int/downld/SG/2020/A_88SG_14_StrategicPlan.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240059139
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240059139
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• Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda. OHEJP-Strategic-Research-and-Innovation-
Agenda_05.05.23.pdf (onehealthejp.eu) 

• World Organization Animal Health 
One Health - WOAH - World Organisation for Animal Health 

• Collection of One Health Strategies 
One Health Strategic Action Plans - One Health Commission 

• One Health cross agency task force 
one-health-cross-agency-task-force.pdf (europa.eu) 

• Dutch Global Health Strategy 
Dutch+Global+Health+Strategy+2023-2030.pdf 
 
 
 

  

https://onehealthejp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/OHEJP-Strategic-Research-and-Innovation-Agenda_05.05.23.pdf
https://onehealthejp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/OHEJP-Strategic-Research-and-Innovation-Agenda_05.05.23.pdf
https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/global-initiatives/one-health/
https://www.onehealthcommission.org/en/resources__services/one_health_strategic_action_plans/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/news/one-health-cross-agency-task-force.pdf
file://rivm-file-a03p.rivm.ssc-campus.nl/home/meijsa/Documents/Downloads/Dutch+Global+Health+Strategy+2023-2030.pdf
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APPENDIX 2 – EOHA STRATEGY OF INTERACTION WITH STAKEHOLDERS  
 

European One Health Association strategy of interaction with the 
stakeholders 

 
Version: 3 

Date: 28.05.2024 

The aim of this document is to provide a strategy to establish and sustain interactions with stakeholders relevant 
to the European One Health Association (EOHA), thus improving the impact of the Association.  

We propose two parallel approaches: 

1. Setting up a stakeholder group (stakeholder committee of the EOHA) 
2. Take part in stakeholder groups of the European Partnerships (EUPs). 

It would be advisable to carry the two approaches simultaneously as they complement each other. 

 

 

1. Setting up a stakeholder committee of the EOHA 

The first approach for interaction with relevant stakeholders is to set up a stakeholder group, or stakeholders 
committee, for the EOHA. 

The interactions between EOHA and the stakeholder committee should be thought and set up with the aim of 
being mutually beneficial. 

We will start with few organisations, those that can support the Association the most, i.e. public institutions 
working at the European level. In the future the stakeholder committee could be enlarged to include other 
groups. 
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Aims of the stakeholder committee: 

• Create a network of organisations dealing with One Health strengthening cross-sectoral collaboration 
with focus on Europe. This is particularly relevant for European Partnerships (EUPs, see below), as the 
EOHA stakeholder committee could function as One Health cross-EUP platform 

• Improve targeted dissemination of outcomes (including outcomes of the One Health EJP) and material 
(e.g. calls, request for assistance) from the EOHA to the stakeholders, and from the stakeholders to the 
EOHA 

• Advise the EOHA on the strategic directions of the organisation. The stakeholder committee could be 
integrated in the formal governance structure of the EOHA if given advisory role. 

 

Benefits for the stakeholders: 

• Having a single point of access to a unique European network of institutions in the field of animal health, 
food safety, public health, and expanding to environment health, that have extensive experience with 
One Health. 

• Possibility to run joint education and training activities 
• Possibility to find synergies and create collaborations, and benefit from EOHA’s expertise/experience 
• Way to broadly disseminate needs, interests, knowledge gaps 

 

Benefits for the EOHA 

• Keep the work of the EOHA relevant, and its strategic directions pertinent to stakeholders’ needs, which 
reflect the current societal needs 

• Support exploitation of EOHA’s organisations outcomes  
• Improve the pertinence and purposefulness of the Association 

 

Inclusion criteria to the EOHA stakeholder committee. The organisation or network should be: 

• Active in the field of One Health, One Welfare, animal health, food safety, public health, wider 
environment, or education in One Health 

• A public institution (no private associations or NGOs at the moment) 
• Preferentially focused on Europe or the European region (although international One Health networks 

can be taken into consideration to broaden outreach) 
 

Stakeholders of high priority: 

• EU Agencies. EU agencies dealing with One Health issues come together under the One Health cross-
agency task force (a broader group of EU agencies exist, the EU-ANSA, but its mandate is much broader). 

• European Partnerships (EUPs). The EOHA stakeholder committee could function as a One Health cross-
EUPs platform.  
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Stakeholders of medium priority: 

• Organisations of the Quadripartite. The mandate of the quadripartite is global, however all individual 
organisations have offices focusing on the European Region, which could be relevant.   

• Global One Health networks. These could increase the outreach of the EOHA, as some of its activities 
are be of interest for a global audience. 

• Education networks. Academic networks focusing on cross-disciplinary education could be relevant for 
the EOHA education and training activities 

   

2. Role of EOHA in EUP stakeholder groups 

Several EUPs have set or are in the process of setting up stakeholder groups. EOHA membership in these groups 
could bring forward the interests of the One Health community (as perceived by the EOHA) in individual EUPs. 
Relevant EUPs are listed in the excel file in the annex. 

 

Benefit for the hosting EUP: 

• Have a cross-sectoral point of view on One Health-specific issues 
• Receive expert advice from a well-established network like the EOHA 
• The single voice of the EOHA represents the voice of important institutions which are part of the 

Association 
 

Benefit for the EOHA 

• Bring forward the interest of the European One Health community (as perceived by the EOHA) in large 
European research consortia. 

• Be kept up to date with work of appropriate EUPs 
• Create strong contacts with relevant organisations and networks with the vision of advocating for a 

future, major, EU-funded One Health programme 
To be taken into account that when it comes to EUPs there is a possibility that some organisations are at the 
same time members of both the EUP and the EOHA. Although the EOHA would only serve as one of possibly 
many members of the EUP stakeholder group, this situation could lead to conflict of interests. This possibility 
should be considered on a case-by-case basis, and always reported.   

To kick off the collaboration with the EUPs a One Health cross-EUP meeting focused on One Health could be 
organised to facilitate synergies between the EUPs in the field of One Health. This would benefit both the first 
(EOHA stakeholder committee) and the second (EOHA in EUP stakeholder committees) strategies. 
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